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SECTION - I:    ADVOCACY: "The Best Practices" a reminder to follow:
1.   The Battle against Poverty in a Global Economy:  Progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): 
The Millennium Development Goals are designed to help to create a better world and to reduce extreme poverty by half targeted for 2015. Attaining these targets will require extra money, committed leadership, strong partnership and deeper participation. The United Nations System has developed a core strategy to advance the MDGs.
(For More info Click) 
2.    A Mandate of every World Citizen - In the FOURTH  YEAR OF ACTION..................  
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNGASS DECLARATION OF COMMITMENT ON HIV/AIDS - CORE INDICATORS: 
"Maintaining the momentum and monitoring progress are essential" United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS, 25-17 June 2001. (For More info Click) 
3.   THE GLOBAL FUND To Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria "Investing in Our Future".A CHALLENGE TO THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY:
WITH THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, the Global community has come to recognize that basic health is a prerequisite for sustainable development. Perhaps more than anything else, three diseases ¡V AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria ¡Vundermine the welfare of many parts of the world, threatening socio-economic foundations and pre-empting the enjoyment of basic human rights for the most disadvantaged on this planet. (For More info Click)
4.    RED CROSS: AIDS Stigma Continues to Kill: 
No time to waste as AIDS stigma continues to kill 20 years on, warns Red Cross Red Crescent: In a global effort to dispel the myths and stigma surrounding the disease, the International Federation, launched a campaign last year against HIV-related discrimination called 'The Truth About AIDS: Pass It On'. For the second year of the campaign, which has at its theme, "You CANNOT get AIDS by..." the focus is on the continued misconceptions about the disease which end up killing people. 
(For More info Click)
5.  WHO: Global AIDS treatment emergency
Currently, five to six million people infected with HIV in the developing world need access to antiretroviral (ARV) therapy to survive. Only 300,000 have this access. The failure to deliver ARVs to the millions of people who need them is a global health emergency. To address this emergency, WHO is fully committed to achieving the "3 by 5" target ¡V getting three million people on ARVs by the end of 2005. This is a means to achieving the treatment goal: universal access to ARVS for all who need them. WHO will lead the effort, with UNAIDS and other partners, using its skills and experience in coordinating global responses to diseases such as the effective and rapid control of SARS. 
(For More info Click) 

6.  '3 MILLION BY 2005' TARGET EMERGENCY AIDS GLOBAL TREATMENT: AN INTERVIEW.
WHO's HIV/AIDS strategy under the spotlight Dr Jim Yong Kim, Director of HIV/AIDS Department, talks to the Bulletin about "3 by 5" - the global strategy which aims to provide three million people in developing countries with antiretroviral treatment by 2005 About "3 by 5":
(For More info Click) 
Section - II: UN Initiative: 
7.  UN Urged to Strengthen Partnership with Civil Society
"Rather than an exclusively inter-governmental body that occasionally accepts input from outside the ranks of State actors, the Organization should foster ,multi-constituency processes that incorporate the viewpoints and capabilities of citizen groups, policy advocates, businesses, local governments and parliamentarians," says the report. The report outlines a series of concrete steps that the UN can take to strengthen partnerships with civil society. Recommendations include regularizing the "cycle of global debate" on issues so that civil society increased access to high-level bodies of the UN, including Security Council, boosting staff and budgets for units and offices concerning civil society, and appointing an Under-Secretary-General responsible for overseeing and office that would engage the constituencies of civil society, indigenous peoples, the private sector, and parliamentarians.

"The United Nations should use its moral leadership to urge coordinated approaches to civil society, to encourage governments to provide a more enabling and cooperative environment for civil society and to foster debate about reforms of global governance, including deeper roles for civil society," says the report.

(For More info Click)
8.  Greetings from the World AIDS Campaign! 2005 Campaign: "Stop AIDS. Keep Promise":
Starting in 2005, the campaign theme will be 'Stop AIDS. Keep the Promise.' in support of meeting the targets outlined in the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS. It is particularly important to promote the Declaration next year given that there are targets due in 2005.  Additionally, the Declaration of Commitment is an important step in meeting the HIV/AIDS goal of the Millennium Declaration, which also will be reviewed next year.    

(For More info Click)
9.  UN HEALTH AGENCY REINSTATES TWO DE-LISTED AIDS ANTIRETROVIRAL DRUGS
The United Nations health agency is reinstating two generic AIDS antiretroviral drugs it de-listed earlier this year after the Indian manufacturer carried out new studies to confirm that the medicines, widely used in developing countries, are as effective as their brand-name counterparts.

"This is good news for patients and another important step forward in our progress towards the 3 by 5 target," World Health Organization <"http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2004/pr87/en/">(WHO) Director-General Lee Jong-wook said today, referring to the agency's initiative to get 3 million people living with HIV/AIDS in developing and middle-income countries on antiretroviral treatment (ART) by the end of 2005. 
(For More info Click)
10 ¡¨STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS GENDER INEQUALITIES ARE URGENTLY NEEDED." PETER PIOT UNAIDS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

"ONCE AGAIN, WOMEN ARE SHOWN TO BE BEARING THE BRUNT OF THE EPIDEMIC GLOBALLY." NICK PARTRIDGE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, TERRENCE HIGGINS TRUST, UK

Nearly half of 37.2 million adults living with HIV are women, figures show. The steepest increases have been in East Asia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, with rates in women outstripping those in men in some regions. 

As well as being biologically more vulnerable to infection than men, women are forced to have sex through violence or financial reasons, said UNAIDS. 

The number of people living with HIV globally has also reached its highest. There is an estimated 39.4 million people living with HIV globally, up from an estimated 36.6 million in 2002, fuelled mainly by unprotected sex and intravenous drug use. Over the past two years the number of women living with HIV has risen in every region of the world.
(For More info Click)
11.   PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS ARE FIGHTING HIV, UN EXPERT SAYS ON EVE OF WORLD AIDS DAY
Roxanne Bazergan, HIV/AIDS Policy Adviser in the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations, told the UN News Service that she works with experts deployed in the field to reduce the risk of peacekeepers either contracting or spreading HIV. Awareness-raising activities, condom distribution and related medical services also benefit nearby communities.

The Security Council first took up the issue of HIV/AIDS in January 2000, adopting a landmark resolution which forms the basis for her work, as does the mandates of the 2001 UN General Assembly special session on HIV/AIDS, which identified peacekeepers as a high-risk group operating in a high-risk environment.

Security Council resolutions on peacekeeping operations now mention the importance of sensitizing peacekeepers about HIV. "It's seen as an increasingly central component because of the high risk," said Ms. Bazergan, a former research fellow with King's College in London who gained experience by studying how HIV affects militaries in Africa and Asia.

The UN has policy advisers in nine missions, with a tenth being established, while all others have a focal point coordinating HIV response activities.

In addition to providing information, UN officials are setting up voluntary counselling and testing while reaching out to local communities. As an example, Ms. Bazergan cited collaboration between the UN and religious leaders in Liberia aimed at enabling them to use their sermons to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS.
(For More info Click)
12.    UN SYSTEM MARKS WORLD AIDS DAY BY SPOTLIGHTING EPIDEMIC'S IMPACT ON WOMEN
United Nations officials today marked the 17th annual World AIDS Day by calling for societies to enable women to protect themselves at a time when nearly half of the 37.2 million people infected are female.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said although women were generally more faithful to their male partners and less likely to inject drugs, they remained more vulnerable to infection because of poverty and a lack of information. Another factor, he said, is "men having several concurrent sexual relationships that entrap young women in a giant network of infection."
(For More info Click)
13.  WFP to spend US $1 mn on HIV-AIDS nutritional programme 

The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) will spend one million dollars in India as part of its programme to combat HIV-AIDS by utilising this fund in nutritional schemes. 

"We intend to spend initially one million dollars through a three- year project meant for nutritional needs of HIV-AIDS patients," Executive Director James T Morris, told reporters. 
The global agency would supply technical expertise on how to use food in a variety of ways to encourage prevention, care and support for people living with the HIV-AIDS and tuberculosis, he added. This amount would be spent through the Health Ministry's National AIDS Control Organization (NACO). 

WFP would execute its commitment for this purpose through a Memorandum of Understanding with the Health Ministry. 

Complimenting the UPA's objective of a hunger-free India, he said this could be achieved by conducting the nutritional programmes at various levels, particularly at schools. 
(For More info Click)
14.   UN SUMMIT MEETING IN 2005 TO REVIEW PROGRESS TOWARDS GLOBAL ANTI-POVERTY GOALS
The United Nations General Assembly today approved a multi-stage work plan for 2005 that culminates in a high-level review of worldwide progress towards attaining the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) just ahead of commemorations of the world body's sixtieth anniversary next September. 

Unanimously adopting a resolution on the format and organization of its work from late June through mid-September, the Assembly agreed that a High-Level Millennium review would be held from 14 to 16 September, and include the same format of debates and roundtable discussions of the 2000 Millennium Summit. 

At that meeting four years ago, world leaders adopted the Millennium Declaration that provided a blueprint to build a better and safer world for the next century through collective security and a global partnership for development. The MDGs themselves aim at a series of ambitious targets, ranging from halving extreme poverty, to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS, to providing universal primary education, all by 2015. 
(For More info Click)
15.  MAJOR FUNDING NEEDED TO AVERT AIDS EPIDEMIC IN CHINA - UN
China has made an "an impressive turnaround" over the past year in its response to its growing HIV/AIDS problem and fighting tuberculosis, but investment must continue to grow if a major epidemic is to be averted, the head of a United Nations-backed effort to combat the diseases said today. 

"China has realized that widespread epidemics, such as HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria, pose a serious threat against economic development, poverty reduction and a stable society," Richard Feachem, Executive Director of the <"http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/media_center/press/pr_041207.asp">Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, declared after talks with senior government officials. 

The Global Fund is a unique global public-private partnership created three years ago on the initiative of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to attract and disburse additional resources in the battle against the three diseases. 
(For More info Click)
16.   UNESCO LAUNCHES 12-COUNTRY AIDS EDUCATION PROJECT FUNDED BY OPEC

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) announced today that it has joined with the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) in a two-year project to reduce the impact of the HIV/AIDS crisis in a dozen Arab and Asian countries through education.

The OPEC Fund, a multilateral development finance institution established in 1976, is to provide $2,250,000 for the project, which will focus on information and education, assistance to ministries, teaching programmes and curriculum enhancement. 

The countries involved are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Laos, Lebanon, Syria, Thailand, Uzbekistan, and Viet Nam. The project will expand some on-going grass roots activities such as peer education programmes for youth leaders in Uzbekistan, or for men who have sex with men in Viet Nam.

It will also build on advocacy programmes by famous Cambodian sports personalities to promote testing for HIV, and popular music concerts against HIV/AIDS held and broadcast for hill tribe people in Thailand, Laos and southern China.

(For More info Click)
17.  UNAIDS CONGRATULATES MANDELA ON HIS CANDOUR ON SON'S DEATH FROM AIDS
Expressing condolences to former South African President Nelson Mandela on the recent death of his only surviving son, the Executive Director of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) said his candour in disclosing that his son had died in the pandemic was vital in the fight against stigmatizing AIDS victims.

"Mr. Mandela's public acknowledgement that his son, Makgatho Mandela, had died from an AIDS-related illness is a demonstration of the practical leadership that Mr. Mandela gives to the international efforts to fight stigma and discrimination," Dr. Peter Piot said in a <"http://www.unaids.org/NetTools/Misc/DocInfo.aspx?LANG=en&href=http://gva-doc-owl/WEBcontent/Documents/pub/Media/Press-Statements01/PS_Mandela_07Jan05_en.pdf">statement released on 7 January.
(For More info Click)
18.  OVERSPENDING ON MILITARY SHORT-CHANGES CHILDREN, UNICEF SAYS
More than half the world's 2.2 billion children are being deprived of maximum mental and physical health because some governments have chosen policies that intensify the impact of poverty, war and HIV/AIDS and reduce the chances of halving extreme poverty by 2015, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) chief says in a report issued today.

"Too many governments are making informed, deliberate choices that actually hurt childhood. Poverty doesn't come from nowhere; war doesn't emerge from nothing, AIDS doesn't spread by choice of its own. These are our choices," UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in London as she <"http://www.unicef.org/sowc05/english/pressrelease.html">launched the <I><"http://www.unicef.org/sowc05/english/fullreport.html">State of the World's Children 2005: Childhood under Threat</I>.

"When half the world's children are growing up hungry and unhealthy, when schools have become targets and whole villages are being emptied by AIDS, we've failed to deliver on the promise of childhood," she added.
(For More info Click)
19.  ARAB RELIGIOUS LEADERS AT UN MEETING PLEDGE TO FIGHT AIDS
With 92,000 cases of HIV infection arising in the Arab world recently, regional religious leaders at a United Nations meeting today signed a declaration pledging to join in the worldwide struggle against the pandemic.

"We, the Muslim and Christian leaders, working in the field of HIV/AIDS in the Arab world.face the imminent danger of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and have a great responsibility and duty that demands urgent action," said the "<I>Cairo Declaration of Religious Leaders in the Arab Region in Response to the HIV/AIDS Epidemic</I>," signed by 80 leaders in Egypt.

It also called for the abolition of "all forms of discrimination, isolation, marginalization and stigmatization of people living with HIV/AIDS."
 (For More info Click)
20.  UNAIDS NAMES CARIBBEAN GROUP FIGHTING AIDS AN 'INTERNATIONAL BEST PRACTICE'
The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) today designated the multilateral organization the Caribbean countries formed to help them fight against the pandemic "an international best practice" in a region estimated to be the world's second worst affected by HIV/AIDS after sub-Saharan Africa.

At a ceremony in Montego Bay, Jamaica, the three-year-old PanCaribbean Partnership against HIV/AIDS (PANCAP), chaired by Prime Minister Denzil Douglas of St. Kitts and Nevis, was praised for successfully mobilizing political backing and funds, raising the region's international profile and coordinating the work of the 70 institutions in its membership.

"Because of PANCAP's work, we are one step closer to mitigating the social and economic impact of AIDS in the region," UNAIDS Executive Director Dr. Peter Piot said. 

"PANCAP is a model of a successful regional approach which can be a stimulus and a source of lessons learned for other regions," he added.
(For More info Click)
 Section - III: Global Initiative
21.   Replanishment Mechanism: Civil Society's ongoing and increased engagement and influence within the Global Fund:
Happy New Year. My name is Mick Matthews and I am the Civil Society Liaison at the Global Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria, based in Geneva. This is just a brief introductory letter to let you know the Civil Society position is now operational again and to begin the process of Civil Society¡¦s ongoing and increasing engagement and influence within the Global Fund.
My contact details are:
Tel: + 41 22 791 15991
Email: mick.matthews@theglobalfund.org
Most of you will be aware of how important 2005 is in terms of the world¡¦s response to poverty, disease and all the other development issues. It is especially important for the Global Fund not least because of the Replenishment Mechanism, with meetings in Sweden in March 14 - 16 and the United Kingdom early in September of this year, prior to the 11th Board Meeting.
Obviously the Replenishment Mechanism is a major priority but it is important that we work together on other areas to strengthen the role of Civil Society within the Fund. Some of these areas will include:
                                 Communication ¡V I will try to keep you up to date with news and information but it is also important that I am informed by you and that you tell me what kind of information you want? 

                                 Country Coordinating Mechanisms ¡V I can provide support where appropriate and I can explore ways of facilitating learning and skills building, including on the Governmental side that also need to understand how to work better with Civil Society and maximize the opportunities Civil Society involvement offers. 

                                 Partnership Forum 

                                 Facilitating linkages between the three constituencies of AIDS, TB & Malaria and ensuring that people living with the three diseases are visible, heard and effective within the Fund, at the Board Meetings and through the CCMs. 

We have already had a significant impact on the Global Fund and it is a better organization because of that. But I think we need to continue to build on what we have achieved through keeping pressure on Donors to support the Fund, making sure we promote the positive impact the Fund is having while working consistently to improve the areas that do not work so well.  
Please contact me and let me know what you need from me? I will not promise to address everything but I will do my best to be as open and available as possible.
If you could circulate this letter through your own networks of contacts that would be really useful. Thank you.
Best wishes
Mick Matthews
Civil Society Liaison
22.   IAVI International AIDS Vaccine Initiative in India.

Each day the epidemic continues to spread unabated. Over the short term, acceleration of a comprehensive prevention, care and treatment response is needed; over the longer term we need better tools to prevent HIV¡¦s spread, especially a vaccine. Better tools are particularly necessary for women, who are at greatest risk due to a combination of biological, cultural and economic factors and now represent nearly half of those infected.
This has been a year of significant developments in the global vaccine field, some of them sobering. The goal of developing a vaccine is revealing itself to be even more challenging and time-intensive than anticipated. Some have questioned whether a vaccine is feasible, but the overwhelming consensus remains that it is. Ultimately, data- whether positive or negative-will move us forward, as we test hypotheses in order to sharpen our understanding of what will prove fruitful. There is now a wealth of conceptual knowledge about the dynamics of HIV that waits to be applied, as well as a number of advances in the art of making vaccines that must encourage creativity and the elaboration of novel approaches.

We are heartened by signs of increased commitments to developing a vaccine. The Global HIV Vaccine Enterprises, an alliance of independent entities working on AIDS vaccines, proposed by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, aims to foster new levels of international collaboration and cooperation across research and development programs, as well as increase investment in vaccine R &D. IAVI is a founding member of the Enterprises, and we look forward to continuing to work closely with other members.

(For More info Click)
23.   Report of the work of the Communities Living with the Three Diseases
Delegation at the 9th Global Fund Board Meeting, Arusha, Tanzania, 
 written by Mick Matthews, from UK AIDS NGO Consortium. 

Following arrival the Delegation attended a daylong meeting with EANASO Members and Global Fund Secretariat staff. This was to learn first hand about some of the successes and failures, problem areas and what was working with the Global Fund in Country. This informed our discussions about what position we should adopt on the various decision
points of the Board Meeting and helped identify particular areas we needed to focus on.

(For More info Click)
24.  SCIENCE AND THE HIV/AIDS COMMUNITY:
SCIENCE AND THE HIV/AIDS COMMUNITY  have not always been easy associates, but in a drug trial earlier this year, the ethical and social problems inherent in the testing of new medication were brought to a new prominence by the forthright action of the Cambodian Prime Minister.

Tenofovir, a powerful new anti-retroviral (ARV) drug (marketed by Gilead as viread) was first approved for human use in 2001. It has been shown to be of benefit in controlling HIV in infected people, in combination with other ARVs. Animal studies have also suggested that tenofovir can also protect against primary HIV infection - that is, if taken regularly, it might prevent HIV infection among people exposed to the virus. Earlier this year, a number of human studies were planned to investigate the possibility that tenofovir could act as a 'vaccine' against HIV - as a form of so-called pre-exposure prophylaxis (PREP). These studies were planned to take place in Botswana, Cambodia, Cameroon, Ghana, Malawi, Nigeria, Thailand and the United States.

The study, funded by the US National Institutes of Health, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, intended to recruit around 1000 sex workers to the trial, but in August, the trial was halted, after the Cambodian leader judged that future support for trial participants - particularly if they were infected with HIV during the trial - was not sufficiently robust.

(For More info Click)
25.   AIDS-control programme found deficient By Nizamuddin Siddiqui 
 
What is the use of an ambitious AIDS control programme which does not provide to the people living with Human Immuno deficiency Virus (HIV) the drugs that could help them live longer? 

This is what Mr Y asked while talking to Dawn the other day. The 27-year-old Burmese man, who was deported from the United Arab Emirates more than four years ago, said the National AIDS Control Programme (NACP) had already been provided with funds by international agencies to acquire anti-retroviral drugs for 400 Pakistanis infected with the HIV. 

"So, the money is very much there. However, the chief of the NACP is resorting to delaying tactics when it comes to providing the badly-needed drugs. I wonder why?" he said. 

Mr Y claimed that when his immune system became too weak to sustain his body, he would simply go to the NACP's headquarters and kill himself. "It would be better to lay down my life instead of waiting for a slow and painful death." 

When asked how he had contracted the HIV, Mr Y said: "I was probably infected by one of the several call girls in Dubai with whom I had sex." Answering a question, Mr Y said that he used to work for one of the factories in Dubai. 

(For More info Click)
26.   Harm reduction practices can reduce HIV epidemic in Asia Pacific region
Media Release

Asian governments and other institutions have been too slow in providing services to protect people using drugs from HIV infection, despite evidence presented in the latest UN HIV/AIDS report stressing that injecting drug use is one of the major driving factors behind the region's epidemics.

According to the latest report from the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) published last week, much of the current spread of HIV in China is attributable to injecting drug use, and there are signs that it is playing a bigger role in India's epidemics than previously thought. In Indonesia, Nepal and Viet Nam, rapid recent rises in HIV infection among drug injectors appear to have spurred subsequent rises in HIV infection among non-injectors who have sexual risk behaviours, thus "kick-starting" wider epidemics.

Unfortunately, this mirrors the situation in much of the Asia Pacific region where injection-related HIV epidemics are currently raging.

Executive Director of the Asian Harm Reduction Network, Mr Ton Smits, said the report was important in identifying the spread of HIV into the broader community; however what is urgently needed is action from those governments who have already made a commitment to act on the crisis.

(For More info Click)
27.   Singapore may test couples for HIV before marriage

Couples in Singapore may face mandatory HIV tests before marrying, Singapore media reported on Sunday, a week after the government said all pregnant women would be screened for HIV/AIDS to stem a rise in new infections.

Health Minister Khaw Boon Wan said Singapore planned to seek public feedback on the pre-marital HIV tests in the wealthy, tightly controlled city-state, where the number of new HIV infections reached a record high this year.

"If you ask me as a parent, I think there is no harm. I have three girls and you do not know what their boyfriends will be like," Khaw was quoted by The Straits Times as telling local reporters on Saturday.

"I think we are more likely to succeed if we treat this as a purely public health problem, so let's take away the morality and religion from all this," he said.

Although the Southeast Asian island has one of Asia's lowest levels of HIV infection, it is tightening defences after data from health workers showed women and girls in Asia increasingly at risk of becoming infected with the deadly disease.

Khaw said Singapore was at the beginning of a second wave in the development of HIV, where more women are becoming infected. Singapore media reports have recently focused on the problem of men visiting prostitutes while travelling in Asia.

The number of new infections are already at a record high this year with 257 cases reported in the first 10 months of 2004, topping the 242 new cases reported for all of 2003.

(For More info Click)
28. Novice monks join in fight against AIDS

The word "nairn" is traditionally used in Thailand to refer to a novice monk, but now it is being used as an acronym for a newly established network in Chiang Mai, Thailand.  The "Novices Aids Intervention and Rehabilitation Network" (NAIRN) has been set up by a group of young novice monks studying at three Buddhist schools in Chiang Mai, namely Dhammaraj Seuksa School in Wat Phra Singh, Pali Sathit Demonstration School in Wat Suan Doke, and Somdej Phra Putthachinawong School in Wat Sri Soda.

Novices studying at these schools recently participated in a three day workshop on HIV/AIDS and narcotics.  During the workshop they were educated on all aspects of HIV and AIDS, as well as narcotics abuse and harm reduction.  They saw that with an increasing number of youth getting infected with HIV, or turning to alcohol and narcotics as a route of escape from the pressures of modern life, they had to do something to help their peers.

The young novices agreed that, though they wear the saffron robe of a Buddhist disciple, they are still youth and thus understand the problems and needs of young people, perhaps better than adults working with HIV/AIDS, narcotics and harm reduction.  They feel they have an advantage over other young people because, in addition to learning the ways of the world in the classroom, the also learn how to protect themselves from falling victim to the temptations of modern life by studying and practising the teachings of the Buddha, by following the disciplinary code of a novice monk and through meditation practice.  They find a peace in the lifestyle that they would like to share with other young people.

(For More info Click)
Section V: Business Initiative:  

 29.  "SMI Business Partnership Initiative on HIV/AIDS Task Force" formed to join the Fight Against HIV/AIDS in India Campaign, making Business to Lead Fight Against HIV/AIDS.
Recognizing that, "AIDS has a profound impact on workers and their families, enterprises and national economies, it is a Workplace Issue and a Development Challenge", and "Private Sector can make a great difference through "Leading Business Fight Against HIV/AIDS", it has become a prime responsibility of Entrepreneurs and Business Leaders to take a lead to demonstrate the Best Practices and out reach to protect the human capital "PEOPLE FIRST....". Under the Social Mission of Private Sector. In the Private Sector in India, SMIs alone has 33 lakh Small Scale Industrial Units in the country, provided direct employment to around 186 lakh people, who manufacture 7,500 various products, contributing 40% of the manufacturing output, accounting for 35% total exports in the Indian economy. (For More info Click)
"BARTAAV..-A Heavy Price" for  Awareness Building: Driving to build a strong GIPA movement and stigma breaking film was launched - based on behavioral pattern of a person, "BARTAAV..-A Heavy Price", by DNA Connexions in association with RRR Industries, a GBC Member company on HIV/AIDS is an info-entertainment film, about a top notch executive suffering with HIV infection, caught-up due to his ignorance and flirteous behavior. The film is delivering strong message to company executives, their families, and encourage leadership amongst business initiatives, largely directing initiative on workplace awareness towards "People First", to their families and capacity building to a Greater Involvement of People living with HIV/AIDS (GIPA) and to a National Response on HIV/AIDS. Story line: 
(For More info Click)
SECTION VI: INDIAN INITIATIVE: 

30.  RANBAXY WITHDRAWS ALL ITS ANTIRETROVIRAL MEDICINES FROM WHO PREQUALIFICATION 

Ranbaxy Laboratories Limited India has informed the World Health Organization (WHO) that it is voluntarily withdrawing all its antiretrovirals (all the product dossiers under assessment and all prequalified products) from WHO prequalification. This action was taken after the company found discrepancies in the documentation relating to proof of the products' bioequivalence with originator medicines. The company has already presented WHO with a plan indicating proposed dates for the submission of new study reports for these products. The first study is expected to be completed by December 2004. 

(For More info Click)
31.  THREE BY FIVE SPARKS 'PARADIGM SHIFT' IN INDIA.. .OR DOES IT?

India's drive to produce cheap generic drugs for its five million people living with HIV/AIDS has hit a glitch: energetic economic reforms in the 1990s have left the country with one of the lowest pubic health outlays in the world and a rapidly privatising health delivery system that ignores the poor. It's a challenge for India's new centre-left government.

The new government in India, led by a centrist-left formation called the United Progressive Alliance, says it is serious about health.
(For More info Click)
32.   Youth: A soft target?

The face of HIV/AIDS is primarily young, and all too often female. Almost 12 million young people (aged 15-24) and 3 million children live with HIV or AIDS worldwide. The majority of new infections are among the young - 6,000 young people and almost 2,000 children become HIV-positive every day.

For every person living with HIV/AIDS, a family and a community is affected. As the disease start killing, parents and caregivers, it fuels poverty and despair among children and adolescents and stretches family resources to untenable limits.

In India, more than 5 million people living with HIV virus, second highest number of infections per country and 62% among are young women or girls.

Where we are?
(For More info Click)
33.   AIDS threatens India's progress
Even for a child of the 1950s, long walks and Indian visionaries have as much resonance in the United Kingdom as in India. I can only imagine Mahatma Gandhi through history books and the recollections of my father who, when he was a child, met him when he came to London for the Round Table Conference. This Wednesday, December 1, the 16th World AIDS Day, I shall walk just a few hundred yards of the "Walk for Life." It is a colourful metaphor for the journey on which India has already embarked to tackle the challenge of HIV and AIDS. 

Some of the world's most encouraging development progress in the last 50 years has been seen in India. This country's huge successes and its equally large challenges are encapsulated in remarkable statistic: over 300 million Indians have been lifted out of poverty in the last 20 years, but over 300 million Indians still remain below the international `one dollar-a-day' poverty line. Of these, around 5 million are living with the HIV virus. 
During my four-day visit to Delhi and Hyderabad, I will discuss some of the important challenges facing India today, including health and education. The talks will celebrate India's successes in fighting poverty, and focus on how best to accelerate progress in tackling those challenges that remain. 

(For More info Click)
34.  CAG highlights flaws in AIDS control programme in Bihar
Press Trust of India. 
The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) has castigated the Bihar government for poor monitoring of implementation of the national AIDS control programme in the state.

The CAG in its report said the programme, aimed at reducing spread  of HIV infection and strengthening the country's capacity to respond  to HIV/AIDS on a long-term basis, suffered mainly due to absence of  monitoring. The report was tabled by the state government in the 
assembly on Wednesday.

Physical progress of targeted intervention for high-risk groups and prevention of HIV/AIDS among the low risk groups was either nil or marginal, except in the case of condom promotion, it said.Blood banks lacked basic infrastructure facilities and no community 
centre was set up for low cost AIDS care. Besides, the institutional strengthening was also weak and inter-sectoral collaboration was absent.

Thus, the intended objective of reducing spread of HIV infection and strengthening country's capacity to respond to the pandemic on a long-term basis was not realised, the report pointed out.    
 

(For More info Click)
35.   AIDS vaccine tests in India crucial to long-term prevention

As India prepares for its first-ever human trials of a HIV/AIDS vaccine, experts have warned against losing the momentum and called for a blanket preventive mechanism across the nation sitting on nothing less than a disaster time bomb.

Home to the world's second largest HIV population, the country has over 5.1 million people living with HIV/AIDS and experts say the number could quadruple by 2010.

Seth Berkley, president of the New York-based International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI), a global non-profit scientific organisation, said: "The challenge is to make sure that we have different types of vaccine moving through the system. We want what's called a portfolio-like approach where you have some vaccines at an early  stage and some in later stage. What's exciting in India is that we are almost there with the final approvals and what it look in the process has been that India has really put a system together to do a careful look at these vaccines and make sure that they are safe but has not put any blocks in trying to move quickly through the regulatory process. That's what is going to be necessary as we move products forward."

Berkley stressed on quick treatment of the disease since it was spreading at a fast pace in the country. He said a preventive strategy, quick identification and treatment of those infected was the need of the hour. "What we must do is that we must try to take, particularly the prevention strategies, and get those disseminated as much as possible, we need to treat those who are effected and we need to deal with the societal consequences. This is a devastating disease to families, to communities so we need to make sure that we focus on try and do everything we can in the meantime, until we have better technologies."

 

(For More info Click)
36. Return to frontline of India's Aids battle 

Hospitals in India are attempting to raise Aids awareness Last year BBC World Service's Outlook programme spent a week at the Tamburam Sanatorium in Madras (Chennai) talking to patients, doctors and councillors about HIV/Aids. Now it has returned to see what changes, if any, have occurred. 

The Tamburam Sanatorium is one of the largest Aids care centres in India, and as a result is on the front line of the battle against the disease in South Asia. 

It is estimated that in 20-25 years, one in four Indians could be HIV positive - over 250 million people. At the Sanatorium, it is clear numbers are on the rise in comparison to last year. 

"Yesterday, there was an unprecedented number of 1,588 - it was a lot of strain on us," Dr Krishna Rajaseka, who works treating arrivals at the hospital, told Outlook. 
(For More info Click)
37.  Draft HIV/AIDS legislation for India: In the pipeline?

"Paradoxically enough, the only way in which we deal effectively with the rapid spread of HIV/AIDS is by respecting the rights of those already exposed to it and those most at risk."

Vivek Divan, a lawyer with the Lawyers Collective HIV/AIDS Unit in Mumbai, India was quoting Justice Michael Kirby of the High Court of Australia, in order to emphasize the inextricable link between human rights and HIV/AIDS.

The public health value of incorporating human rights within the HIV/AIDS context is vital because people living with HIV/AIDS are often discriminated against and marginalized, which drives them underground and increases their vulnerability to the impacts of IV/AIDS. Despite widespread discussion of the importance of the human rights approach to the epidemic, these are points that still need serious consideration.

Because human rights are still commonly denied or abused, people living with HIV do not emerge from underground to advocate for or access the care, treatment and support services they need. Respecting human rights are arguably a prerequisite for that to take place and until this happens slogans such as "Access for All" will be nothing more than rhetorical wishes.

Appropriate legislation can help to promote an environment where human rights are valued and protected. And yet, there is currently no constitutional law on HIV/AIDS in India, although relevant common laws do exist. Common law is rarely challenged however, and when it is individual cases can take years to be concluded in the judicial system.

For the past year, the Lawyer's Collective HIV/AIDS Unit has been working on draft legislation on HIV/AIDS that if passed, would provide explicit legal protection for people living with HIV/AIDS. 

The absence of laws specifically designed to protect people living with HIV/AIDS has resulted in inhumane responses in dealing with the disease being left unchecked. For example, children living with HIV are thrown out of school once their status is known, and women and men who have died from AIDS-related conditions have been refused access to a proper burial. Recently in Manipur, an orphaned two year old boy with HIV was left unattended by his extended family, until care workers were alerted and they were able to rescue the child.  None of these situations resulted in any legal repercussions as there were no clear legal avenues to utilize.

 

(For More info Click)
	38.   AIDS deaths in India can be postponed without expensive drugs 

	 

	In the next few years, hundreds of thousands of Indians will die needlessly from AIDS-related conditions because specific drugs to treat HIV/AIDS cannot be made available fast enough and other options for keeping them alive are being seriously neglected.

According to a new campaign launched at the International AIDS Community Care and Support Conference held in Mumbai today [December 7, 2004] many of these deaths could be postponed using readily available, affordable and time-tested treatment approaches. The new AIDS-Care-Watch Campaign aims to raise awareness about AIDS care options available in India, and hold institutions and organisations in the country accountable for their explicit commitments to provide appropriate care to those in need.

Figures just published by the United Nations show that HIV is well-entrenched in some parts of India with serious epidemics underway in several states. The country is now home to over five million people living with HIV and according to the World Health Organization (WHO), roughly 710,000 people are in need of the ¡¥gold standard¡¦ of AIDS treatment: antiretroviral (ARV) drugs. At present, however, only 21,000 people are receiving these life saving medicines. This is far below the WHO treatment target of providing ARVs to 355,000 people by the end of 2005 and the country¡¦s pledge in April 2004 to provide 100,000 people living in six high prevalence states. 

(For More info Click)



39.  U.S. Confirms Its Support for India's Fight Against HIV/AIDS
Agencies working with Indian organizations
United States Supports India's Fight Against HIV/AIDS

As part of our broad and growing relationship, the United States is committed to supporting the people and Government of India in their national response to the challenge of combating HIV/AIDS.Through President Bush's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, the United States has contributed over $20 million in 2004 to support India's fight against HIV/AIDS. As part of the Emergency Plan, the U.S. Agency for International Development, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of Health and other U.S. agencies are working with the Government of India and with non-governmental organizations to share knowledge, research and resources. India and the U.S. have been partners in biomedical research and combating diseases for over 35 years. 


(For More info Click)
40.   Govt considering law against discrimination of HIV/AIDS victims: 
Government is considering bringing in a legislation against discrimination of persons suffering from HIV/AIDS,Health Minister Anbumani Ramadoss said today.

Such a law was necessary as children in schools, persons at work and patients in hospitals faced discrimination because of their HIV/AIDS status, he said at a National Public Hearing on 'Right to Healthcare' organised by National Human Rights Commission and Jan Swasthya Abhiyan here.

Ramadoss regretted that despite the large infrastructure existing in the country in terms of human resources and physical infrastructure, nearly 90 per cent of the population had no access to good healthcare, according to an NHRC elease.
(For More info Click)
41.   Made in India, but not for India  

The National Insurance Academy (NIA) here has smashed a myth in the industry. A slew of AIDS insurance policies designed by the academy have turned out to be a hit in eight African nations, where AIDS is pandemic, calling into question the domestic industry's 
reluctance to enter the area. Though India has a huge AIDS population, none of the 14 life insurance companies in the country, including LIC, offer AIDS cover, as actuarial norms perceive it as pandemic and 'tontine' (business without profits). 

Split into two categories, these policies were designed by the academy for the Banjul, Gambia-based Western African Insurance Institute (WAII), an industry body in the region, for its social security system, NIA director K.C. Mishra told TNN. One category - 
clean-up fund, family maintenance and specialised funds - focus on the funding needs of the dependants of AIDS patients. 

Expenses on the patient's funeral, rites and stigma-related issues are covered under the clean-up fund. The family maintenance fund provides for pension and specialised funds cater to social functions like marriages in the family. 

The other category, called switch policy, enables a person to transfer his policy as a term policy to the next of his kin, if he catches AIDS while a policy is running. 

(For More info Click)
42.   Female condoms via social marketing soon
  To step up its fight against HIV/AIDS, the Centre has decided to distribute female condoms through the social marketing system. The condoms would be made available through various outlets all over the nation at low prices in two months.

    After discussions with the National Aids Control Organisation and condom major Hindustan Latex Ltd (HLL), the Government has decided to place an order for around one million condoms as part of the initial phase.

    "Everything has been agreed in principle and the modalities are being decided on pricing, availability and strategies. An official agreement will be signed soon with HLL," a top health official said on condition of anonymity.

    Managing Director of HLL M Ayyappan told Express that though the price of the condom has not been finalised, it would be around Rs.5 a piece. Under the social marketing system, the condoms would be made available in hospitals, through NGOs and other organisations. NGOs and others involved in the cause are positive that the move could induce a change towards the better.

    "World over, it has been recognised that with women suffering the brunt of HIV/AIDS, it is necessary to empower them. The awareness and usage of female condoms could be the solution. But, as it is not easy to use, proper education should be imparted," Professor N M Samuel of the Department of Experimental Medicine and AIDS Research Project at the Tamil Nadu Dr MGR Medical University, said.

(For More info Click)
43.  Draft Declaration by Women living with HIV/AIDS in India

Dignity, rights, and human security of 1.5 million women living withHIV/AIDS in India are constantly threatened.  In the absence of gender equality and sensitivity, positive women bear much of the burdens brought forth by the growing epidemic. In the presence of disempowering norms, stigma, discrimination and limited choices, positive women are deprived of opportunities to address their issues, seek support, become self-reliant, and protect their dignity and human security.  The world has demonstrated that unless principles of gender equality, empowering norms and practices, women's empowerment, and support for positive women are firmly grounded in the HIV response, the epidemic is bound to thrive.

Therefore, we, the National Network of Positive Women representing the collective voice of more than 1.5 million women living with HIV in India, urge the national and state Governments, UN system, bi-lateral and multi-lateral agencies, media, civil society organizations, private sector, and political parties in India to take urgent steps so that rights, dignity, and human security of positive women are upheld and HIV response becomes gender inclusive and sensitive.
We appeal to all the stakeholders to ensure that any HIV response be in consonance with the spirit and letter of all international commitments and policy formulations, particularly the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the UNGASS Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS.

(For More info Click)
44.   Government of India Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
National AIDS Control Organisation
 
Request for Letter of _Expression of Interest for Independent assessment of National AIDS Control Programme 
Project Name: Second National HIV/AIDS Control Project

Ref.: T-11012/22/2004-NACO(Proc) Dated: 27th December 2004

1. Letters of _Expression of Interest are invited from qualified and experienced consultancy organizations for the Second National HIV/AIDS Control Project for an independent assessment of National AIDS Control Programme. 
(For More info Click)
Section - VI:   Rotary initiative: Join Rotary to demonstrate "WORLD AIDS DAY-2004".
45.   ROTARY CENTENNIAL YEAR - 2005 PROJECT IDEAS IN ACTION.    

Rotary Centennial Year Projects- 2005, during the crucial year of ROTARY heading to CELEBRATE ROTARY 100 YEARS. Making Rotary-UNAIDS Cooperation Programs visible and sustainable for long years to come during Rotary Centennial Year Celebration and beyond¡K... 

(For More info Click) 
46.    From "LEND A HAND" (2003-04) to "CELEBRATE ROTARY 100 YEARS" 
(2004-05): Make it to happen by  GREATER INVOLVEMENT OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS (GIPA) IN ROTARY AND BUSINESS. 
i. People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHAs) are OUR BEST FRIENDS AND TEACHERS too, and they give us such valuable lessons. Our Teachers have shown us that even when they have been marginalized and discriminated against and even when they are facing perhaps the greatest anxiety in their lives, they have chosen to share their experience for the benefit of their communities and their loved ones. If we don't listen to their lessons, we diminish ourselves as well by not acting responsibly to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS. Recognize over 30,000 PLWHAs internationally and build a strong GIPA initiative in Rotary. 
ii.  Rotary could be the Best NGO Partners to WHO-UNAIDS "3 by 5 Target Emergency AIDS Treatment: Rotary could meet the pre-requisites of WHO-UNAIDS to providing  Doctors and paramedical staff for training to  dispense ART of WHO-UNAIDS through their Rotary Clubs into their serving  Communities and through their private practices to need based people including in business - beneficiaries PLWHAs. 
iii.   To make Rotary to participate globally in most of  CCMs of LDCs, Rotary-UNAIDS Cooperation Programme on HIV/AIDS, Rotary International District 3140 (who are on the Best Practice of Rotary-UNAIDS Statement on AIDS: "Working with New Generations for a Safer World"), has decided to encourage 529 Rotary Districts in 166 Countries   to approach CCM authorities in their respective countries for their representation and for a greater partnerships with other NGOs/CBOs.

(For More info Click)
RRR INDUSTRIES is on their efforts to reach SSI Units/ Private Sector and other constituencies that for their approaching CCMs in India.

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE: Let leaders of Rotary demonstrate to the world: "WORKING TOGETHER WORKS - It Works better with PLWHAs" to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS at the Workplace, Community, Nation and the World, when we talk about PEACE, POPULATION and DEVELOPMENT. 
JOIN US TO "CELEBRATE ROTARY 100 YEARS - 2005".
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Write to: 

Dr. Ganesh P.  Rane.   
Former UN Staff Member & Consultant in commitment to the UNGASS DoC - 2001: "Break the Silence"
CEO, M/S, RRR Industries, Member Company of the Global Business Coalition on HIV/AIDS.

District Chairman Group A-B, HIV/AIDS Awareness,
District Chairman, HIV/AIDS Task Force (2002-03),             
Coordinator, United Nations Task Force (2000-2002), 
Founder Chair, Rotary-UNAIDS Cooperation Programme on HIV/AIDS (1997- ).
Charter President, Rotary Club of Mumbai West Coast (1996-98).Rotary International District 3140. E-mail: drrane@vsnl.com  
Coordinator, SMI Business Initiative Task Force on HIV/AIDS. 

M/S, RRR Industries (a SMI leader of Business Initiative on HIV/AIDS in India), 
A/109, Ansa Indl. Estate, 
Saki-Vihar Road, Mumbai 400 072. India.
Tel.: +91-22-28521974 / 28526685; 
Fax. +91-22-5692 5178.
E-mail.:  drrane@rrrindustries.com; 
web site: www.rrrindustries.com 

IT Technical Support: Mr. Prashant Kokane
Forward this mail to encourage our World Citizen to JOIN US and Fight against HIV/AIDS.
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